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Press Release

October 7, 2010
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Suzi Grundahl, 608/310-6710
Hikel Inducted as SBCA President 

Madison, WI – Joe Hikel was named president of the Structural Building Components Association (SBCA) at its Annual Meeting September 30, 2010. He succeeds Steven Spradlin of Capital Structures. The meeting was held in conjunction with the BCMC Show in Charlotte, North Carolina.

Hikel is Chief Operating Officer of Shelter Systems, Ltd. in Westminster, Maryland. Hikel’s father Dwight and stepmother Linda started the business in 1976, and Joe has worked just about every job in the company since then. In 2000, Joe gradually began to take over the company’s daily operations. He is proud to represent a family business that spans several generations. “Driving around the mid-Atlantic region, I am eager to point out the jobs we have supplied. I am proud of what I do and wouldn't do anything else.”
Hikel has served on the SBCA Board of Directors since 2003 and has chaired the QC Committee from 2004 to 2008. He has been the Board Representative for the Capital Area Structural Building Components Association and the Mid Atlantic Structural Building Components Association for the last several years. He has presented regularly at BCMC and chapter meetings on plant efficiency.
Hikel outlined two goals for the association during his term. The first is to forge a deeper relationship with the lumber industry. “For years we have had a great partnership with our connector plate suppliers. I would like to work to make the relationship with one of our biggest raw material suppliers, the lumber industry, more cohesive.” His second goal is to enhance SBCA’s relationship with the NAHB Research Center by supplying optimal value engineering solutions in homes.

Hikel told attendees he believes that participating in SBCA and BCMC gives them a true competitive edge. “Shelter has benefitted substantially on both the revenue and expense side through our participation in SBCA and attending the BCMC Show.” Hikel is a strong advocate for SBCA educational programs. In 2007, Shelter Systems became the first component manufacturer to attain SCORE Elite status.
###
The Structural Building Components Association (SBCA) who represent, at the market’s peak in 2006, 
$15 billion worth of lumber and engineered wood products purchases and $1 billion in galvanized sheet steel purchases, is an international not-for-profit trade association of structural building component manufacturers. Currently, SBCA has 433 component manufacturer members, 35 chapters, and 181 supplier and related services members seeking to protect and expand the markets for the products they manufacture.
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