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Brown and Schwitter Inducted into WTCA’s Hall of Fame 

Madison, WI—On October 7, 2004, Richard Brown, President of Truss Systems in Oxford, GA, and Andy Schwitter President and CEO of Truswal Systems Corporation in Arlington, TX, were inducted into the Wood Truss Council of America’s (WTCA) Hall of Fame at the association’s annual meeting. Each recipient is selected for this honor by the vote of industry peers and is recognized as contributing significantly to the advancement of WTCA and the structural building components industry. This person is honored for his or her active participation in the growth and success of WTCA initiatives, which serve the overall best interests of the structural building components industry.
Brown has been an active and supportive member of the building components industry for nearly 35 years. In 1990, he started Truss Systems in the Atlanta area. His involvement in WTCA began in 1994 as he was elected to the Board of Directors. He became WTCA President in 1999. Brown was an active participant on the BCMC Committee for many years and encouraged the synergy between WTCA, BCMC and SBC Magazine. Brown has also been an advocate of creating strong relationships with aligned organizations such as the Truss Plate Institute. He served as WTCA’s Membership Committee Chair in 1996 and 1997 and earned status as a Top Chord Club Diamond member, having recruited 25 members throughout his career.

Fellow Hall of Fame member John Herring said of Brown’s service to the industry, “He was always involved in his early years of WTCA Board service, always there and always engaged. He would always look at all sides of an issue and take a position that was best for WTCA and the industry. He would always insist on an intelligent discussion of those issues with his goal of convincing those around him to do what is best for the industry, even though some of those decisions didn’t particularly benefit him. No matter what your position about an issue was, after it was over, he was always your friend.”

Andy Schwitter, President and CEO of Truswal Systems Corporation, was also inducted into the Hall of Fame. Schwitter started his career at Truswal in 1990, bringing over 28 years of management experience, plant management, multi-company budgeting, plant consolidation and new product development to his position. 
Merle Nett said, “It was an honor to present this award to Andy since he has become a close business associate and more importantly, a good friend. He is a man of principle, integrity and honesty who is not afraid of voicing his opinion on behalf of the industry and his beliefs.” 
Schwitter has been unselfish about giving his personal and professional time, energy and resources to WTCA and the industry. Since his involvement in the industry began, he served on the WTCA Board of Directors from 1993-96 and again from 2001-03. He has served on the BCMC Committee for many years as well as the WTCA Marketing Committee, always encouraging his customers to become involved in their local chapter. Schwitter has been a valuable liaison between WTCA and the Truss Plate Institute (TPI) and a firm believer in the importance of a strong WTCA/TPI relationship. He has regularly put the resources of his company behind WTCA efforts.

Brown and Schwitter’s photos will join the ranks of their industry peers on the Wall of Fame at BCMC 2005 in Milwaukee, WI.
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