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WTCA Introduces New Design Tools CD 

Madison, WI – The Wood Truss Council of America (WTCA) is pleased to introduce the WTCA Design Tools CD. This interactive CD offers a host of resources and practical tools for those working with structural building components including roof trusses, floor trusses, wall panels and engineered wood products. Geared toward architects, engineers, contractors and building inspectors, the CD’s resources are designed to help users better specify, install and inspect structural building components.
“The WTCA Design Tools CD is a fantastic resource for component manufacturers to give to anyone who comes into contact with components,” said WTCA President Don Groom of Stark Truss Company, Inc. in Canton, OH. “From an industry introduction to in-depth technical materials, this CD gives professionals in the construction industry the tools they need to succeed when working with and specifying structural building components.”
Packed with valuable links to PDFs and web resources, the WTCA Design Tools CD includes technical publications such as the Building Component Safety Information series and Truss Technology in Building documents. The CD features a number of hands-on tools for working with components, including span tables, a wood truss specification and The Load Guide—a free Excel document designed to help users understand, define and specify all the design loads applied to structural building components. Additionally, the CD offers information on continuing education and links to industry web sites. A number of materials also provide an introduction to the structural building components industry. These include interactive truss configurations and a truss plant virtual tour, which offers a step-by-step look at how a project progresses through a truss plant—from the initial sales contact to delivery of the finished product.
More than 7,000 free copies of the CD were included in the December 2005 issue of SBC Magazine, and CDs are now available for purchase. Component manufacturers can purchase customized versions of the CD and include company-specific information. Building officials and design professionals qualify for special pricing. For more information or to place an order, visit WTCA’s web site or contact WTCA at wtca@woodtruss.com or 608/274-4849, ext. 8. 
###
The Wood Truss Council of America (WTCA) is an international not-for-profit trade association of metal plate connected truss and related component manufacturers. WTCA has more than 750 component manufacturer members, 32 chapters, and 250 supplier and related services members seeking to protect and expand
 the markets for the products they manufacture.
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