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Contact: Suzi Grundahl, 608/310-6710
Yoder Receives SBC Industry Leadership Award
Madison, WI—On October 5, members of WTCA—Representing the Structural Building Components Industry awarded Abner Yoder, founder of Stark Truss Company, with the first annual SBC Industry Leadership Award. The ceremony took place at the association’s annual meeting, held during the Building Component Manufacturers Conference (BCMC). The award was established to honor individuals who have helped nurture, support and grow the structural building components industry as a whole with their vision, innovation and creativity. Recipients may be component manufacturers, suppliers, associates or anyone else whose efforts have helped to make the industry into what it is today.  

WTCA’s 2005/2006 President Don Groom introduced Yoder at the ceremony. Groom spoke of how Yoder has been an innovator and developer of new industry ideas for over 40 years, as well as a believer in life being about the people and lives you touch, and not about what you own or the money you have.

“This man built his company on three simple rules,” Groom said of Yoder, before calling him up to the podium. “Love your employees, love your suppliers and love your customers.”

Before becoming an irreplaceable member of the structural building components industry, Yoder worked as a carpenter. Then, in 1963, he entered the industry when he purchased a Gang-Nail franchise and started Stark Truss. He worked as president of the company until 1999, when his son Stephen Yoder took on the job. The day Yoder received the SBC Industry Leadership Award also happened to be his 74th birthday.

Yoder accepted the honor with surprise, having had no knowledge of it in advance. He spoke a bit about how much the industry has changed and grown in the years he’s been part of it and thanked his peers for the award. 

“I’m speechless,” Yoder said. “I had no idea I was supposed to come up and receive this award. Thank you very much.”
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