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Press Release

November 16, 2006
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Emily Patterson, 608/310-6747
WTCA Member Plays Key Role in Extreme Makeover Project 

Madison, WI – The power and efficiency of component construction will help fulfill a father’s wish on an upcoming episode of ABC’s hit show Extreme Makeover: Home Edition. On November 19 at 7 p.m. CT, WTCA member Richco Structures will supply structural building components for the construction and renovation of a Wisconsin family’s home within the show’s well-known seven-day timeframe.
For the project, Richco Structures of Haven, WI, designed and manufactured roof trusses and wall panels for a 3,740 square foot country colonial home with a wrap-around porch with dormers. More than 150 carpenters took part in the effort, completing the framing eight hours ahead of schedule. The quick turnaround is especially noteworthy considering the brutal weather, points out Merle Nett, President of Richco Structures. “That was through rain storms, lightning and tornado warnings—some really rough conditions,” he said. “They only took off one hour during the storm because of the danger, and then they went back at it. They were like the mailman; nothing was going to stop them.”
Volunteers and trades people pulled together for this colossal effort to build a home for the Koepke family of Dundee, WI, who recently lost their father Matthew to metastatic melanoma. Responsible for leading the restoration of the community’s historic Dundee Mill into a museum, Matt dreamed of refurbishing the family home built by his great-grandfather. Over the years, the home had fallen into disrepair, with exposed electrical wires, broken windows and a leaking roof, and Matt was unable to complete renovations when he became ill. In just one week, 1,500 volunteers made Matt’s dream a reality for his wife Christine and their four children Derek, Jayna, Mitchell and Johanna.
“The company felt good about being part of a benevolent effort like this,” said Nett. “It was an uplifting experience. It promotes the use of manufactured building components to turn things around quickly…the reason we’re in business.”
For more information about Extreme Makeover: Home Edition and framing with components, visit www.sbcindustry.com.
###
WTCA – Representing the Structural Building Components Industry is an international not-for-profit trade association 
of structural building component manufacturers. WTCA has nearly 800 component manufacturer members, 32 chapters, and 
more than 280 supplier and related services members seeking to protect and expand the markets for the products they manufacture.
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