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Press Release

January 5, 2007
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Sean Shields, 608/310-6728
WTCA and NLBMDA Partner for National Legislative Conference
Madison, WI – In an effort to maximize the visibility of the building components and supply industries on the federal level, WTCA—Representing the Structural Building Components Industry (WTCA) and the National Lumber and Building Material Dealers Association (NLBMDA) are partnering together during their annual legislative conferences in Washington, D.C. this year.  On April 16-18, WTCA and NLBMDA simultaneously will empower their combined membership to lobby Congress effectively on priority issues in 2007.

"By bringing our members to Capitol Hill at the same time, NLBMDA and WTCA's partnership will allow us to cover more ground in the new landscape of the 110th Congress," said Shawn Conrad, NLBMDA President. "Working together, we will increase our industry's impact on legislation critical to the building supply channel."

Members of each organization will continue to visit their lawmakers separately, to maximize the quantity of meetings held with Congressional delegates.  However, WTCA and NLBMDA will work together to coordinate the analysis and messaging on each issue so that members of these two organizations will present a united front.  In addition, WTCA and NLBMDA will host a joint morning session on Tuesday, April 17th, where Senator Ben Nelson (D-NE), a member of the new Democrat-led majority in the U.S. Senate, has been invited to speak. 
“Our collective membership will be the biggest beneficiaries of our coordinated efforts,” added Kirk Grundahl, Executive Director of WTCA.  “Our primary goal is to ensure that as WTCA represents the issues important to the structural building component side of the industry, and NLBMDA represents the issues important to the building material distribution side of the industry, that our voices are distinct, clear and coordinated.  This will have a big impact and provide additional value and greater resources to all our members.”
The joint morning session will include an in-depth overview of legislation affecting their combined industries, as well as a “Lobbying 101” breakout session to help acclimate those who are meeting with their lawmakers for the first time.  As a result, WTCA and NLBMDA members will be well prepared in their cooperative grassroots effort to positively influence Congressional action on important legislation.
John Smith of Foxworth-Galbraith Lumber Company, a member of the WTCA Board of Directors and Chairman of the NLBMDA Risk Management Committee, emphasized, “I think this is a very important step in the evolution of both these organizations as they strive to provide even more world class services to their members.  I know that our company certainly sees the value in this partnership and appreciates their efforts.” 
###
WTCA – Representing the Structural Building Components Industry is an international not-for-profit trade association 
of structural building component manufacturers. Formerly the Wood Truss Council of America, WTCA evolved its name 
in March 2006 to more accurately reflect the work of the association and its membership. Currently, WTCA has nearly 
800 component manufacturer members, 32 chapters, and more than 280 supplier and related services members
 seeking to protect and expand the markets for the products they manufacture.
The National Lumber and Building Material Dealers Association represents more than 8,000 lumber and building material companies with over 400,000 employees, 20 state and regional associations and the industry’s leading manufacturers and service providers. NLBMDA’s member companies are the suppliers of builders in every state across the U.S.
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