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Press Release

November 6, 2007
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Jill Zimmerman, 608/310-6710
Ruede Inducted into WTCA’s Hall of Fame
Madison, WI – On October 4, Michael Ruede, of Woodinville Lumber, Inc., was inducted into the WTCA Hall of Fame at the association’s annual meeting. Hall of Fame inductees are selected for this honor by a vote of industry peers, and are recognized as contributing significantly to the advancement of WTCA and the structural building components industry. They are honored for their active participation in the growth and success of WTCA initiatives, which serve the overall best interests of the structural building components industry. 

During the induction ceremony, Hall of Fame member John Herring described the type of people who receive this honor. “These are people who have put their fingerprint on the industry, who have left their mark, by tirelessly giving of their time, their effort and their resources,” he explained. “By receiving this award, a name is placed with that fingerprint, an identity with that legacy.”

Herring then spoke of various endeavors Ruede has taken on over the years: “I recall the day when I asked him to get involved…Almost ten years later he has been on every committee, at one time or another, worked diligently with TPI on the joint venture agreement, worked on the BCMC event tirelessly, initiated the Truss Technician Program, is a top chord member and right onto presidency in 2002. He was also a key force in SFTCMA. And he hasn’t stopped yet. He is a pusher, a doer…one that gets things done.” 

Herring further expressed Ruede’s approach to life. “Whatever he did or whatever we asked him to do he did with gusto at full throttle,” he said. 

A stunned Ruede accepted the award while his mother and children watched from the back of the room. “I think this is truly the first time I haven’t had anything to say.” He continued by expressing his gratitude: “You never get anywhere without really great mentors. And the Past Presidents and Board member through the years have made this industry thrive.”
Living up to Herring’s earlier depiction of his energetic approach to life, Ruede advised the room full of component manufacturers: “Get some passion. Get a passion for your industry and what you do.”
###
WTCA – Representing the Structural Building Components Industry is an international not-for-profit trade association 
of structural building component manufacturers. Formerly the Wood Truss Council of America, WTCA evolved its name 
in March 2006 to more accurately reflect the work of the association and its membership. Currently, WTCA has 
790 component manufacturer members, 35 chapters, and nearly 300 supplier and related services members
 seeking to protect and expand the markets for the products they manufacture.
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