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Press Release

November 6, 2007
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Suzi Grundahl, 608/310-6710
Pruitt Receives Bowman Industry Enthusiast Award Posthumously
Madison, WI – On October 4, members of WTCA awarded Jim (JP) Pruitt of national exposition service contractor George E. Fern Company with the third annual Dick Bowman Industry Enthusiast Award at the association’s annual meeting held during the Building Component Manufacturers Conference (BCMC). Pruitt was nominated by WTCA members and BCMC exhibitors for this award, which honors an individual from a WTCA supplier member company who, over the years, has supported BCMC and the structural building components industry with enthusiasm and integrity in an unselfish and positive manner. 

Sadly, Pruitt passed away unexpectedly in July of this year, at the age of 52. His wife Elizabeth accepted the award on his behalf.

During the ceremony, the 2006 Bowman Award Winner, Tom Manenti, spoke of Pruitt’s dedication to the industry. “JP had a profound effect on the BCMC committee, exhibitors and staff over the years,” Manenti said. “He played an integral role in shaping BCMC into the spectacular tradeshow that it is today.” 
Elizabeth recounted her husband’s passion for his work: “Jim loved his job; he enjoyed the people and the challenges that came with the job.” She also talked about the kind of person he was. “Jim was a man of character, integrity and passion. He never did anything halfway,” she said. “To BCMC he was the man that got the job done.” JP served as the account executive for BCMC since 1992 and worked year-round to plan and prepare for the show, always making sure it ran smoothly. 

“If he were here today he would be standing here in his boots blushing beet red...He was the man that stood in the background while everyone else shined,” said Elizabeth. “He never would have expected this. It’s such a tribute to him, and I thank you.”

The Bowman Industry Enthusiast Award is named in honor of the late Dick Bowman, a long-time BCMC and SBC Magazine salesman, whose enthusiasm and support of the component industry epitomized the views and goals of the industry. 

###
WTCA – Representing the Structural Building Components Industry is an international not-for-profit trade association 
of structural building component manufacturers. Formerly the Wood Truss Council of America, WTCA evolved its name 
in March 2006 to more accurately reflect the work of the association and its membership. Currently, WTCA has 
790 component manufacturer members, 35 chapters, and nearly 300 supplier and related services members
 seeking to protect and expand the markets for the products they manufacture.
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