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March 12, 2008

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Jill Zimmerman (608/310-6722)

BCMC Reveals Guest Speakers for 2008
Madison, WI - The Building Component Manufacturers Conference (BCMC) is excited to welcome two talented speakers to this year’s show, October 1-3 in Denver, CO. Jim “The Rookie” Morris will kick-off the show on October 1, and Dr. Stanley F. Duobinis of Crystal Ball Economics will deliver the Economic Forecast on October 3. 
Morris had a rough childhood and his dreams of becoming a professional baseball player were interrupted by multiple injuries. Eleven years after retiring from baseball, Morris was coaching a high school baseball team. They made a deal with him: If they won the District Championship, he would try out for a major league team. The team indeed won, and Morris threw 12 consecutive 98mph fastballs at his tryouts. The rest is history, a story that was made into a blockbuster Disney movie “The Rookie” starring Dennis Quaid. The film won Sports Film of the Year from ESPY and was voted one of the five greatest baseball films ever made by Sports Illustrated. 

Audiences are inspired by Morris’s storytelling, sense of humor and humility. The main themes he discusses are lessons we can all learn from such as: Never Giving Up on a Dream, Finding a Mentor and Becoming a Leader, Taking Advantage of Second Chances, Remembering Who You Are, Keeping Your Promises, and Learning How to Laugh at Yourself. Attendees are sure to be inspired by this charming speaker, and invigorated to make the most of their time at BCMC.

“We are excited to be able to bring to BCMC 2008 such an outstanding speaker in Jim Morris,” said BCMC Program Chair Steve Stroder of Carter-Lee Building Components (A Pro-Build Company). “Jim has a compelling story of integrity, success and following your dreams. I know it will be an inspiration to us all.” 

A perennial BCMC favorite, Duobinis specializes in analyzing and forecasting the economy as it relates to the construction industry. This will be his sixth Economic Forecast at BCMC, and attendees always find his presentation invaluable.

Chris Carruthers of Production Engineering attended the 2007 Forecast. “Duobinis is so well versed in the field of construction economics that his presentation plays like a Hollywood action movie,” he said. Charles Ballard of Ballard Truss also was present: “I always enjoy [Dr. Duobinis’] well defined outlook on the industry.”
Each year structural building component manufacturers gather at BCMC to see the latest technology, walk the elaborate show floor, attend multiple educational sessions and visit with their peers. For more information on the show, please visit the BCMC website at www.bcmcshow.com or call BCMC at 608/268-1161.  
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