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Press Release

May 15, 2008
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Emmy Thorson-Hanson, 608/310-6702
WTCA Member Goes to New Orleans to Participate in an Extreme Home Makeover
Madison, WI – This Sunday, May 18, ABC’s hit TV show Extreme Makeover: Home Edition travels to New Orleans for a special two-hour episode that airs at 6 p.m. CT. WTCA member Deltec Homes, Inc. of Asheville, NC, will use their components (roof and floor trusses, and wall panels) and unique hurricane-resistant concepts to help rebuild a home and a church that were demolished by Hurricane Katrina. 
Deltec’s President/CEO, David Hall, said that ABC contacted Deltec because they heard their structures are very hurricane resistant. “Our home design was a perfect fit for this project,” commented Joseph Schlenk of Deltec. Hall added, “If another Katrina hits they will be just fine, they won’t have to worry. Because of its round shape, this is an extremely hurricane resistant home. These structures are going to be there for them.” 

Hall recalled the extreme effort put forth by everyone involved. “One night I was walking through the house at 3 a.m. and I came across a guy asleep in the closet with a drywall knife in his hand,” recalls Hall. “People weren’t working eight-hour days; they were working until they couldn’t work anymore.”

Deltec brought 22 employees to New Orleans to add to the large group of volunteers. “New Orleans is just tapped out; they’ve been beaten and banged up so bad that it’s hard for them to give any more,” commented Hall. “Many of the volunteers came from New Orleans, but most of them came from other parts of the U.S.” 

The episode will feature two projects. When Noah’s Ark Church was devastated by Katrina, it didn’t stop Pastor Willie Walker from going out on his own and rescuing people from their homes after the storm. He is responsible for saving countless lives, and has worked tirelessly to help the victims of Katrina, but has not been able to rebuild his own church. Devastation struck the Usea family twice, first during Hurricane Katrina, and then a few years later in 2007 by a tornado.

Thanks to the generosity of Deltec Homes and a team of builders from across the country, this family will move into a new hurricane resistant home that can provide them a safe haven, and Pastor Walker will once again have his own church.

For more information about Extreme Makeover: Home Edition and framing with components, visit www.sbcindustry.com.

###

WTCA – Representing the Structural Building Components Industry is an international not-for-profit trade association 
of structural building component manufacturers. Formerly the Wood Truss Council of America, WTCA evolved its name 
in March 2006 to more accurately reflect the work of the association and its membership. Currently, WTCA has 
790 component manufacturer members, 35 chapters, and nearly 300 supplier and related services members
 seeking to protect and expand the markets for the products they manufacture.
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