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Press Release

December 30, 2008
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Larry Wainright, 608/358-0766
SBCA Introduces Version 1.03 of The Load Guide for the Building Industry
Madison, WI – WTCA is pleased to introduce The Load Guide (TLG), v1.03 Beta, a Guide to Good Practice for Specifying & Applying Loads to Structural Building Components. This update is a significant revision from past versions. In addition to a large number of general improvements, TLG v1.03 adds code requirements from the 2007 supplement to the International Building Code (IBC) 2006 and International Residential Code (IRC) 2006, along with new provisions of the 2009 IBC and IRC. Loading requirements from ASCE 7-05, Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and Other Structures are also included.
“The Load Guide is a great tool to help explain to customers or technical staff that trusses require more information than pitch, span and fascia details to design correctly,” said Bob Dayhoff, Chair of WTCA’s Engineering & Technology Committee and Director of Technical Operations at Shelter Systems Limited in Westminster, MD.
Focusing on floor, roof and dead loads, TLG is a series of Microsoft® Excel spreadsheets, free to the public, designed to help users understand, define and specify all the loads that should be applied to the design of structural building components. In addition to allowing users to calculate loads specific to a given building project, the spreadsheet includes reference materials and commentary so that determining the applied loads is easier to understand. The guide also provides three valuable load calculation worksheets that define all the loading criteria that have been agreed upon for loading a specific building component – one each for roof loads, floor loads, or a summary of dead loads. These sheets can be printed out or saved in an electronic portable document format (pdf) and added to the construction project documentation.

TLG provides the code and/or standards-based requirements for determining design loads specifically for metal plate connected wood trusses and related structural building components. The document offers industry consensus positions on the application of code requirements for loading structural building components, with particular emphasis given to those code provisions that have been found to suffer from inconsistent interpretation within the construction industry. This resource provides industry consensus interpretations and commentary using examples that are industry specific, along with practical interpretations of some of the more unique structural building component loading situations. TLG is in no way intended to supersede an architect’s or engineer’s judgment and design specification for the loads that should be applied to a specific building; rather, it serves as a guide and the basis for coming to an agreement on the loads that should be applied.

A cooperative development between the Truss Plate Institute (TPI) and WTCA, TLG is available at www.sbcindustry.com/loads.php. Please be sure to save the document locally for reviewing. 

The Structural Building Components Association (SBCA) is an international not-for-profit trade association of structural building component manufacturers. Formerly WTCA—Representing the Structural Building Components Industry, the association evolved its name in October 2008 to more accurately reflect the work of the association and its membership. Currently, SBCA has nearly 700 component manufacturer members, 35 chapters, and 267 supplier and related services members seeking to protect and expand the markets for the products they manufacture.
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