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Press Release

February 25, 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Suzi Grundahl, 608/310-6710
SBCA Earns ANSI Accreditation
Madison, WI –The Structural Building Components Association (SBCA) earned accreditation as a standards developer from the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) on February 18. The accreditation’s scope allows SBCA to develop standards under procedures governing the activities of SBCA related to the “development, reaffirmation, revision, and withdrawal of American National Standards developed for the structural building components industry whose commerce includes the design, manufacture, distribution and delivery of all manner of structural building components. Creation of SBCA standards will be undertaken based on unique structural building component industry needs and will reference other consensus standards where appropriate. Every Committee and the Standards Secretariat of SBCA will function in accordance with ‘ANSI Essential Requirements’ making sure that due process requirements are met for the development of any and all Standards.”

SBCA pursued ANSI accreditation so the SBC industry and the Structural Building Components Research Institute (SBCRI) would have the ability to generate standards that provide a technical foundation where industry needs suggest that a standard would help to advance it. These standards will be able to be referenced in industry members’ contracts and in future building code development work.

Since September 2008, SBCA has worked with ANSI’s Executive Standard Council to draft and edit a set of proposed operating procedures for documenting consensus on proposed American National Standards. The 14-page document, Procedures for Documenting Consensus on SBCA Standards, defines project committee duties, protocol for public review of standards, and the maintenance and interpretation of SBCA standards.
SBCA Executive Director Kirk Grundahl said, “The year has begun with two very important accreditations – SBCRI ACLASS and now SBCA’s ANSI accreditation. The accreditations will allow SBCA to analyze industry issues in an in-situ environment, and then provide a technical base for future advancements by developing standards.”
Grundahl thanked the Truss Plate Institute (TPI) for providing assistance during SBCA’s ANSI application process. “The concepts we are using closely follow the TPI model. Their help was very beneficial to us. We also sincerely thank Weyerhaeuser and the American Iron and Steel Institute for their comments on our procedures,” he said. 
###

The Structural Building Components Association (SBCA) is an international not-for-profit trade association of structural building component manufacturers. Formerly WTCA—Representing the Structural Building Components Industry, the association evolved its name in October 2008 to more accurately reflect the work of the association and its membership. Currently, SBCA has nearly 700 component manufacturer members, 35 chapters, and 267 supplier and related services members seeking to protect and expand the markets for the products they manufacture.
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