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Press Release

April 14, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Larry Wainright, 608/358-0766
SBCA Works to Monitor ICC Process Changes, Releases Tech Note
Madison, WI—Over the last few code development cycles, the International Code Council (ICC) has encountered new challenges in effectively managing the code development process. The process has grown to a point where the methods used in previous cycles have become unmanageable, and the volume of code change proposals has increased to the point where, in order to process them efficiently, multiple hearings (tracks) were required to run simultaneously.
To address these problems and to increase participation at the hearings, the ICC established a task force to look into the issues surrounding the code development process. The Board then acted on the task force’s recommendations and made a few changes to the code development process, resulting in one that will be very different from past cycles. 
SBCA has been closely monitoring the changes that have been made, and will continue to do so as more are made. A Tech Note on the subject (available at www.sbcindustry.com/images/technotes/T-ICC_Process09.pdf) has been drafted for members and interested parties to review, and will be updated as needed. It was developed to clearly outline the changes that are taking place in the code development arena and, to the extent possible, the ramifications of these changes to the SBCA membership. The Tech Note discusses the current process as specified by the ICC and also highlights some of the issues these changes will bring. The intent of working through this is to assist companies in working the code development process into their strategic and product development planning.

As of March 2009, the ICC is still revising certain aspects of the process. The details of these changes will certainly adjust over time, especially with regard to the current “transition” code cycle, which will lead to the 2012 I-Codes. Following this transitory cycle, further changes to the process have been laid out that will result in the 2015 I-Codes. Specifics are included in the Tech Note. 
To learn more, review the full Tech Note and/or contact SBCA Tech Staff with any questions or concerns.  
###

The Structural Building Components Association (SBCA) is an international not-for-profit trade association of structural building component manufacturers. Formerly WTCA – Representing the Structural Building Components Industry, the association evolved its name in October 2008 to more accurately reflect the work of the association and its membership. Currently, SBCA has 
679 component manufacturer members, 36 chapters, and 271 supplier and related services members seeking to
 protect and expand the markets for the products they manufacture.
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