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Press Release

June 24, 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Tony Piek, 608/310-6713
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Adds In-Plant WTCA QC to Specification

Madison, WI— On June 9 the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church) revised its project specification to include In-Plant WTCA QC certification. The new specification accepts a plant’s certification in the program in lieu of providing quarterly inspection reports.
Before updating its specifications, the LDS Church required component manufacturers supplying projects to submit quarterly 3rd party paperwork during the bidding process as proof of their products’ quality. The requirement even applied to component manufacturing plants that are currently In-Plant WTCA QC-certified.

At least one SBCA member found providing reports on top of being QC-certified to be onerous, and asked SBCA staff to contact the LDS Church. SBCA and the LDS Church staff then worked together to alter the specification as follows: “Copies of previous four quarterly inspection reports verifying compliance with TPI regulations unless the Truss Fabricator provides proof that they are certified and in good standing with the In-Plant WTCA QC program certification.”
In other words, any component plant may bid on LDS Church projects, but if a plant is not In-Plant WTCA QC certified, it must submit quarterly inspection reports. The LDS Church also used the new language to update its Truss Plant Certification Requirements Form, which is a checklist general contractors use to verify a truss plant’s certification. 

“The updated spec recognizes plants that are voluntarily choosing to be certified in In-Plant WTCA QC, going above and beyond what is required by the building code,” said Tony Piek, program manager. “They’ve attached a positive value to our program.”
“The specification is much better due to your input. Thank you for your help in helping to ‘evolve’ our specifications to better match what our ultimate goals are,” said Wm. Chris Barker of the LDS Church Architecture, Engineering, and Construction Division.

For more information about In-Plant WTCA QC, contact Tony Piek (tpiek@qualtim.com).

###

The Structural Building Components Association (SBCA) is an international not-for-profit trade association of structural building component manufacturers. Formerly WTCA—Representing the Structural Building Components Industry, the association evolved its name in October 2008 to more accurately reflect the work of the association and its membership. Currently, SBCA has nearly 700 component manufacturer members, 35 chapters, and 267 supplier and related services members seeking to protect and expand the markets for the products they manufacture.
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