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Press Release

October 19, 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Libby Maurer, 608/310-6724
ATTENTION SBC Industry: Ghanaian Email/Freight Scam

Madison, WI – An SBCA member alerted us about a scam his company was exposed to last week. After posting the following warning in SBC’s Industry News, more than 20 component manufacturers said they too have been contacted by the scammers.
Be on the watch for email containing these details:
· A Reverend Larry Clark emailed the company asking for truss pricing. He sent a picture of a truss that looked to be produced electronically. The man appeared to represent the Presbyterian Church of God. A company representative emailed back to ask for quantity and dimensions.

· After a series of emails, Clark specified an order for 200 24-ft wood trusses. Clark said he was making arrangements with a freight company to pick up the order. He needed the trusses in one week.

· A company rep called Clark for information about where the trusses would be installed. (For design load purposes.) The number was international and Clark had “an extremely broken English accent, almost undecipherable.” Clark said the trusses are for a church to be built in Ghana, a nation in Africa.

· The company rep gave Clark the total cost of the order, and Clark asked that the freight cost also be added to the bill. Clark gave a credit card number. He provided the name and number of the freight company, and asked that the company pre-pay the freight company.

· The company tried to contact the freight company, but was unsuccessful.

· Realizing the story wasn’t adding up, the company contacted the FBI. An agent verified that the credit card number was valid, but could not be traced to Reverend Clark or the Presbyterian Church of God. The agent indicated it could be a case of identity theft. The FBI instructed the company to cease communicating with Clark.

· These events transpired over the course of 5 business days.

Be extremely cautious if you’ve been contacted with a similar request. The U.S. Federal Trade Commission, Better Business Bureau and the FBI have many resources on how businesses can avoid falling victim to email fraud. You can also file a fraud complaint on any of these websites.

Please contact Libby if you have any additional questions.
###
The Structural Building Components Association (SBCA) who represent, at the market’s peak in 2006, 
$15 billion worth of lumber and engineered wood products purchases and $1 billion in galvanized sheet steel purchases, is an international not-for-profit trade association of structural building component manufacturers. Currently, SBCA has 559 component manufacturer members, 35 chapters, and 216 supplier and related services members seeking to protect and expand the markets for the products they manufacture.
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