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Press Release

November 13, 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Melanie Birkeland, 608/310-6720
SBC Industry to Speak at UL Fire Safety Symposium
Madison, WI—Members of SBCA have been invited to speak at a two-day educational symposium from December 2 – 3 hosted by Underwriters Laboratories (UL) and the Phoenix Fire Department (PFD) at the Arizona Grand Resort in Phoenix, AZ. The goal of Designing Fire Safety into Residential Construction: Perspectives, Ideas, and Trends is to foster discussion among interested parties who want to share ideas about designing fire safety into residential buildings in North America. 
SBCA Executive Director Kirk Grundahl is scheduled to present Residential Structural Building Components on December 3. “This is an important opportunity to work with a very proactive and influential group whose intent is to foster discussions to make forward progress on challenging issues,” he said. “UL has shown they are willing to collaborate with SBCA to facilitate discussions about structural building components, fire safety and the perspectives all parties have.”
Grundahl plans to review the challenges the SBC industry faces as it works to accommodate its builders, firefighters, and sustainable building advocates. “In order to improve fire safety, we need to have a baseline performance standard to measure progress from that also addresses these other issues,” he said.

Dwight (Sonny) Richardson, President, Richardson Home Builders, will follow Grundahl on the agenda with Home Builders Perspective on Fire Safety. Richardson will talk about the impact of changes being demanded by the building code, green building, and the fire service on residential construction.
Ben Hershey, Alliance TruTrus, and Scott Schuster, Schuck Component Systems, Inc., are slated to speak after Richardson. In Framers and Building Component Manufacturer Perspective on Fire Safety, they will discuss how changes made in the building code, green building initiatives, energy requirements and the fire service impact component manufacturers, framers and the future of light frame construction. 
Visit here for information about registration and to view the agenda.
###
The Structural Building Components Association (SBCA) who represent, at the market’s peak in 2006, 

$15 billion worth of lumber and engineered wood products purchases and $1 billion in galvanized sheet steel purchases, is an international not-for-profit trade association of structural building component manufacturers. Currently, SBCA has 527 component manufacturer members, 35 chapters, and 209 supplier and related services members seeking to protect and expand the markets for the products they manufacture.
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