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Suddarth was a Pioneer in the Truss Industry
Madison, WI—Dr. Stan Suddarth, a world renowned engineer and wood scientist, and a mentor to many in the structural building components industry, passed away on the morning on June 9, 2011.

In 1972, while working at Purdue University’s Wood Research Laboratory, Dr. Suddarth introduced the Purdue Plan Structures Analyzer (PPSA I & II), a computer truss design system that he developed for truss design research and problem solving.  

“Stan attended our Truss Plate Institute Technical Advisory Committee meetings in the late 80’s and early 90’s,” remembered Steve Cabler, MiTek. “His research and guidance had a tremendous influence on our industry, and benefits us in terms of safe and economical trussed structures to this day. He was a brilliant academician without question who also had a well-respected practical side. When he spoke, people listened.”
For his work on the PPSA I & !!, and several other contributions to the structural components industry, Suddarth was chosen as one of the first two inductees to SBCA’s (formerly WTCA) Hall of Fame, the highest individual honor bestowed by the organization.
“Stan had the ability to explain complicated technical concepts with simple illustrations,” said Dave Brakeman, ITW. “One time at a TPI TAC meeting, he was making the point that averages of data can be very misleading.  He said ‘you can put one hand in the freezer and the other hand in the oven, and on average you'll feel pretty good!’ I still use that one today.”

Cabler echoed this sentiment, stating, “A real gentleman who rather than overwhelming us with his intellect would instead carefully explain technical concepts in ways we could understand. Always kind, respectful and willing to help our industry in any way he could. He will be missed.”
Dr. Suddarth was buried today, June 13th, at the Gibbs Cemetary near his old house on Canter Lane on the hill above Newburg, Indiana. More details on Dr. Stan Suddarth’s life and legacy will be released in an upcoming SBC Magazine publication.
###

The Structural Building Components Association (SBCA) who represent, at the market’s peak in 2006, 

$15 billion worth of lumber and engineered wood products purchases and $1 billion in galvanized sheet steel purchases,
 is an international not-for-profit trade association of structural building component manufacturers. Currently, 
SBCA has 443 component manufacturer members, 35 chapters, and 187 supplier and related services members 
seeking to protect and expand the markets for the products they manufacture.
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